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I.—Fort1GN POLITICS. | 


The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 8th November has the following:-  —s_ 
Perfect peace does not appear to reign just 
Warlike preparations by the nowin Afghanistan. Otherwise, why should the 
Amir. “Te, : ° 
Amir make warlike preparations? Most of our 
readers are aware that His Highness has purchased and is still purchasing 
guns and ammunition in Germany and bringing them home. But he is not 
purchasing arms only. He is also adding to hisarmy. Under his orders, his 
Commander, Wali Muhammad, went to Tira and recruited one thousand able- 
bodied Afridis within a week for service in the Afghan army, This is 
something unusual; for the Afridis had never before been enlisted in the 
Afghan army. The Amir purposes to enlist five thousand Afridi soldiers. 
Four thousand Shinwaris will also he enlisted. 
2. The Bharat Miira [Calcutta] of the 8th November says that the 
ie sities wiliaes, recent news that a large number of Afridis have 
ee entered the military service of the Amir, and that 
they have formed themselves into several regiments, has caused great uneasiness 
to Government. It is only the other day that these Afridis took up arms 
against the English Government, and they are now in the service of the Amir. 
Afghanistan is a source of constant uneasiness to Government. This was the 
case during the lifetime of the late Amir, and it is also now. | | 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 
8. The Jyoti (Chittagong | of the 6th November says :— 
he number of wurders has become ve 
large of late in Chittagong. We see that if a 
murderer takes a little care or does not appear at the thana reeking sword in 
hand, and does not of his own accord say how he committed the murder, he 
cannot be arrested and punished. We hear that the police neither goes 
promptly to the place of occurrence, nor having gone hans makes a proper 
enquiry. Cases of murder are given out to be cases of suicide. We have 
lately come to know of a murder of a strange nature. One Jagatbandhu Nath 
of village Chikandandi within the jurisdiction of the Hathajari thana was 
murdered by somebody on Saturday, the 8th Kartik last, and the dead body was 
suspended from a banian tree on the public road in a public place near the late 
Dataram Chaudhuri’s Adé. In that posture blood was copiously flowing out of 
the urinary passage. ‘T’he day before the occurrence the man entreated man 
persons to save him, for he said that he would be murdered that day. We hear 
that he wasmurdered on account of his bad character. But the police has made 
no enquiry in this matter. The corpse has not been burned but buried. 
The local authorities should make a careful enquiry. 
| 4. The Sanjivani ( Calcutta} of the 6th November writes as follows :— 


0 Bliss Cianiniladion. From what fell from Mr. Fraser, Government 

_ would appear to be desirous of employing educated 

ee in ™ as ce, bs ge bps police above corruption by increasing the 
salaries OI police officers, and of increasing its effici b lovi 

as Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors. or eeeey Py TE erp 


It is certain that nothing but the employment of able and educated men 
on good salaries will check police corruption. “But to attract such men to the 
police service fair prospects must he held out to them, Constables should have 
the prospect of being promoted to head-constableships, able head-constables of 
good character of being raised to Sub-Inspectorships, Sub-Inspectors to 
Inspectorships, and Inspectors of ‘ability and character to Assistant District 
Superintendentships and District Superintendentships. Sub-Inspectors will 
then have the prospect of being gradua 2. promoted to District Superintendent- 
— if they give proof of special ability. The prospect of attaining to the 
highest posts in the department will certainly make the subordinate police 
ofiicers honest and dutiful. 

Provision should also be made for the punishment of dishonest officers. 
The public should be given every facility to bring the wrong-doings of the 
police to the notice of the authorities without incurring any expense, and 
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when information is received of the misconduct of a police officer, Government 
should do its best to get him punished. The Magistrate should no longer be 
kept as the head of the district police, because if he continues to. be such, all 
hope of getting offending police officers punished will be lost. 

The proposal of employing Europeans as Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of 

olice will, if carried out, wake the police worse than what it is, Government 
hes already incurred odium by appointing Europeaas and Eurasians as Deputy 
Magistrates. It is impossible for Europeans and Eurasians tv live comfortably 
with their families on three or four hundred rupees a month. When appointed 
on such salaries they are obliged to use unfair means to eke out their income 
and ultimately come to grief. Employment of Europeans and Eurasians ag 
Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of Police will make the police more oppressive 
and give it a worse name than it possesses even now. 

Everyone who knows anything of the working of the police should now 
come forward to give evidence before the Commission. Among Barristers 
Messrs. T. Palit, A. M. Bose, P. L. Roy, and A. Chaudhuri, and among pleaders 
Babu Buikuntha Nath Sen of Berhampore, Babu Ambika Charan Majumdar of 
Faridpur, Babu Gora Chand Das of Barisal, Babu Ananda Chandra Rai of 
Dacca, Rai Nalinaksha Basu Bahadur of Burdwan, Babu Anath Bandhu Guha 
of Mymensingh, Babu Jatra Mohan Sen of Chittagong, Babu Kailas Chandra 
Dutta of Comilla and Babu Akshav Kumar Maitra of Rajshahi are specially 
requested to give evidence before the Commission. The right time has come 
for publishing the wrong-doings of the police, and no one who has anything to 
say against it should keep it back. 


5. The Nava Yug . Calcutta | of the 8th November Suys :-- 


Pa bi; — The low-class public women living round Marcus 
Senne. me ee o— Square, where students play, come out on. the 


_ street and tease the buys when they return home 
after play at nightfall, and, if they are opposed, Musalmun ruffians abuse the 


boys. There 1s nobody to take note of the injury which is done to school- 
boys by public women in the places frequented by them. ines 
6. The Dacca Prakash { Dacca] of the 9th November says :— 


om 


| For some years the people of the Dacca 

The Dacca Division again ex- J)ivision are being disallowed to appear at. the 
eluded from the Police Sub-Ins- titi aaahaail a cat ' 1; 

pectorship Examination. competitive examination for appointment as police 


; Sub-Inspectors. We thought at first that this pro- 
hibition would last only for a year or two, but from the papers we have lately 
received from the Inspector-General of Police, it appears that this disqualifica- 
tion is going to be made permanent. We know of no reason for which we’ are 
so disallowed. | : 


Some say that this disqualification is due to the appointment already made 
of a larger number of persons as Sub-Inspectors from the Dacca Division. But 


that only shows that the people of the Dacca Division are better titted to hold 
such posts than others. : a 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 
7. The Bangabhumi [Calcutta] of the 4th November says :— he 
7 arene Mr. Dentith, Subdivisional Officer of Giridih, 
PS as Pr Sub-divisional i; going on trying criminal cases as_ before. 


On the 2nd October he abused Bhairaram, 4 
witness, in open Court. .There is a High Court circular to the effect that no 


trial is to be held on Sunday without the consent of parties. Contrary to this 
order, Mr, Dentith holds Court regularly on Sundays, and he sentenced one 
Jugua in one of such sittings to rigorous imprisonment for -6 months on 4 
charge of theft. He also treats his amla badly.. 

A man of temper should not be kept in charge of a subdivision. 

8. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 7th November says that Messrs 


Pere gr wnt Martin and Robertson, Assistant Settlement Officers 
Ott is Teaibin ": vf Deoghur in the Sonthal Parganas district, have 
created a panic among the people by their oppres- 

sions. They assault people without the least cause and extort provisions from 
them at inadequate price or without any payment at all. Complaints of assault 
are also heard against some native officers, oy eer a wt 
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er says :— 
ee Bad reports have reached us against an officer 
ee in Deoghur, It is said thet whenever ‘ ws 
appears before him as plaintiff, defendant or witness, he indulges in bad jokes 
snd pookenge the trial. if he does not mend his ways, we shall be obliged to 
disclose his name. 
. The Bangavasi { Caloutta] of the 8th November has the following :— 
sep ie Tend of Mr. H. D. Kingsford, an officiating 
a Joint-Magistrate, only 8 years in .service, one of 
the three experienced Subordinate Judges, viz., Babu Rajendra Kumar Bose, 
S Chand Dhur or Karuna Das Bose should have been appointed to act for 
r. Baradacharan Mitra, District Judge of Cuttack. All these three 
officers served for some time as Assistant Sessions Judges and were 
entitled to the Outtack post under the Government Resolution No. 5242 of 


24th December 1900. 


(d)— Educatton. 


11. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 6th November has the following:— _ 
The Government of India before Lord 

The Government of India on the (Cyrzon’s time was never known to pa any heed 
ee Com- to the protests and representations of the Indians. 

It is the present Viceroy who has in some measure 
altered the long-standing official practice in this respect. Unlike his predecee- 
sors in the Government of India, he has begun to reply to the protests which 
are made in the newspaper press. At the meetings of the Legislative Council 
as well as at public meetings, Lord Curzon, who is an eloquent and effective 
speaker, occasionally tries to refute the arguments advanced by newspapers and 
reply to public memorials, This is really a good sign, and we thank His 
Excellency for the reform thus introduced by him. 

It is very gratifying to find that the protests made by the Indians against 
the recommendations of the Universities Commission have received Lord 
Curzon’s attention, and that His Excellency has in certain very important 

articulars set aside the Commission’s|proposals and accepted the views of the 
ndian public. Although he has made many wise suggestions on the subject 
of education, it is to be regretted that the question of technical education has 
failed to receive any consideration at his hands. It is needless to point out 
that Indian education will remain incomplete and unsatisfactory so long as 
the Universities in this country do not make proper arrangements for the 
teaching of the practical arts. _ 

12. The Hitavadi ee of the 7th November writes as follows :— 

oe t is reassuring to find Government anxious 

weird Curzon and University to ascertain the views of the public with regard to 

University reforms. In this period of transition, 

the officials are, as a rule, unwilling to listen to anybody and are apt to look 

upon every departure from the existing practice as a reform. It is, therefore, 

a circumstance of happy augury that Lord Curzon’s Government is allowing 
the public an opportunity of expressing their views on the question, 

Weare still unable to realise the force of the Viceroy’s argument in 
favour of high college fees, With low fees, urges His Excellency, it would 
be impossible to keep: even in high class educational institutions’ even such 
humble apparatus as that which is kept.in every primary sctiool in England, 
and it is therefore clearly necessary to raise the college fees: Government, 
says His Excellency, does not intend to put any obstacle in the way of the 
poorer students, but.it is by no means: reasonable that they should not p 

ately fer a lucrative education. We never expected to hear this from 
the Viceroy, who is a t advocate of education, Is it then His Lordship’s 


opinion that nobody should reap, without adequate payment, thevadvantages, 


no matter whether material or spiritual, which it is in the power of education 
to confer? ‘The argument that.to improve the quality of instruction imparted 
in a college the college fee must be: raised; will not be appreciated at all in 
this country. How will the: country understand poverty to be a bar to 
education where, under roofs of straw, professors and scholars have solved 
the most. abstruse questions of logic and metaphysics, studied the Vedas and 
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its ancillary sciences, showed the highest proficiency in grammar and literature, 
and cultivated astronomy and mathematics with such eminent success ag to 
excite the wonder of even modern savanis of the West, and where 
thanks to the liberality of the Caliphs and the Badshahs, the priceless 
gems of Persian and Arabic learning were accessible to all Mosslman 
students ? 

It seems to be the intention of the authorities to abolish alk educational 
institutions that do not charge high fees and cannot therefore afford to keep 
good gee apparatus. Government is, in amanner, going to convert the 
imparting of education into a trade, anxious as it is to regulate fees by the 
standard of the material advantages likely to be derived by students. Why 
then not follow the principle of the survival of the fittest with regard to 
these educational institutions as in the case of all other trading institutions? 
If an educational institution is unable, for want of proper apparatus, to 
impart satisfactory education to its students, the result it will show in the 
University examinations will be unsatisfactory and no one will read there, If, 
on the other hand, an educational] institution 1s able to show satisfactory results in 
the University examinations, despite its broken benches and scientific instruction 
conveyed by means of diagrams alone, why should the authorities stand in the 
way of its doing so? Of what avail, again, will be the stately pillars, the fine 
benches, and the heaps of scientific apparatus of an educational institution if 
it is unable to show good results in the University examinations? From 
considerations like these we regard the attempt of Government to interfere in 
the matter of the fixing of the college fees as one which will prove a serious 
obstacle to high education. . ) 

The abolition of the second grade colleges. would have done a great harm 
to the country, and Lord Curzon has entitled himself to public gratitude by 
rejecting the proposal for their abolition. 

It is the intention of Government to vest the power of affiliation and disaffi- 
liation in a committee. ‘This power is one which requires to be exercised with 
the greatest care, calmness and impartiality. The larger therefore the number 
of those who would exercise it, the more satisfactory would be the result. 
The power should be vested in the Senate. 

13. Al Panch (| Bankipur | of the 8th November complains that almost all 

| literary pensions have been awarded by Govern- 

ee ee wanted for ment to Bengali writers. There are many Urdu 

writers who fully deserve this favour. It is hoped 

that Government will encourage the cultivation of Urdu literature by 
awarding such pensions to the best Urdu writers. 

14. Referring tothe Government of India’s letter to the Local Governments 


inviting their opinion on the report of the Univer- 
The pee ye +, ee We sities Commission, the Bangavasi Calcutta} of the 
the Report of the Universities 941, November writes as follows :— | 
Be Paragraphs 4 to 7 of the letter shew the good 
intention of the Viceroy and his councillors; but they are not marked by that 
keen insight which is characteristic of Lord Curzon, nor do they shew a 
knowledge of the condition of the people. On Lord Curzon’s own admission 
the average income of an Indian is not more than thirty rupees a year. It is also 
His Excellency’s opinion that it is not possible to make perfect arrangements 
for the spread of English education in a poor country like India. Yet the cost 
of educating a boy in the Presidency p< vhe in Calcutta is not less than 
thirty rupees a month; in other words, the education of a boy in the Presidency 
College takes up the whole average income of twelve Indians! The average 
income of an Indian may be thirty rupees a year, but the average income of 
most middle-class men in India is less than Rs. 5 a year. Under the circwn- 
stances, to increase the cost of high education would be completely to deprive the 
oor of its benefits, when it is absolutely necessary for the middle class to give 
nghe’ education to their sons in order to enable them to earn a livelihood. 
In India, unlike any European community, the door to the learned professions 
is Closed to all except those who receive high English education. Sheer neces: 
sity therefore, compels the sons of poor people in India to seek even in bad 
colleges that high English education which is the only passport.to the learned 
professions. And it is to supply the wants of this class of pupils that cheap 


= ee 


‘vate colleges have come into existence. Government will not only make it 
Sells to pol the standard of high education, but will do immense good to 
the country by removing the impediments which the middle class meet in their 
search for a livelihood. 

We must admit that in some private colleges expenditure is reduced toa 
minimum; that ‘‘in some unaided colleges the Professors and teachers are 
inadequately paid, the buildings and class-rooms are unsuitable, and there are 
no apparatus and laboratories for science and other special teaching.” It 
would be well if Government could remove these defects without increasing 
the cost of education. To increase the cost of education would be todo more 
harm than good. : 

The truth is that areal improvement of the educational system of the 
country will require a larger expenditure from the public exchequer than is 
now incurred. In speaking of the educational system of this country, Lord 
Curzon referred to the educational systems of Europe, but did not mention the 
amounts which European countries spend on their education, The educational 
expenditure of the (annals of India in 1899-1900 was Rs. 3,77,29,012. 
Of this, only Rs, 99,63,344 was spent from provincial revenues, That is to 
say, not even a hundredth part of the revenues of India was spent on education. 
In England, however, the Parliamentary grant for primary education alone 
amounts to Rs. 23,34,00,000, and about one-eleventh of the entire revenue is 


spent on education. In Germany the grant for primary education alone 


amounts to Rs. 5,44,00,000. The French Government provided for an expen- 
diture of Rs. 9,00,00,000 on primary education alone in its budget for 1902. The 
latter Government also spends Rs. 80,00,000 every year for the promotion of 
high education. The United States Government spends every year Rs. 
64,00,00,000, that is to say, a third part of its revenue on education. Besides 
these State grants in England and other European countries, there are private 


donations and local rates for the spread of education. The people of these 


countries are also better off than the peojle of India. It is not therefore 
possible for India to frame her educational system on the model of those of the 
European countries. But every one will admit the necessity of oe the 
present system, and to effect such improvement, it is necessary for Government 
to spend more on education. Reports and resolutions alone will do no good. 


15. Referring to the appointment of additional Sub-Inspectors in the 

: Dacca Division, the Dacca Prakush [Dacca] of the 
—— of more Sub- 9th November writes as follows :— 

pectors. ar °° 

We are of opinion that the authorities have 

failed to understand the real want of the Division, which is want of competent 

teachers and not want of inspecting officers. Competent teachers cannot be 

secured at Rs. 4 or Rs. 5, the sum the Gurumahasayas get per month. Conse- 

quently those who hold those posts cannot do justice to their work, If the 

Government really means to extend primary education, it should take care to 


appoint competent men as gurus. Able gurus could not be had at less than 
Rs. 15 or 10 a month. 


(¢)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


16. The Murshidabad Hituishi [Murshidabad] of the 5th November 

The Berhampore Municipality. 5%Y8:—— 
. - — The Berhampore Municipality is neglecting 
its work in this season when cholera and other diseases are raging in an 
epidemic form. The Sub-Inspector of the Gorabazar thana has already 
reported against it. T’he Magistrate has ordered tbat water is to be drawn 
from midstream for drinking and culinary purposes, and the Municipality has 


published a notice accordingly. But as the general public cannot afford to — 


bring water from the middle of the river by employing boats for the purpose, 
the Municipality should make arrangements to make it available to them. 


17. The Aitaradi ams the 7th November writes as follows :— 
‘eae e Rajpur Municipality in the 24-Parganas 
ait Pe ek See Seg district comprises Harinabhi, Kodale, ‘Jagaddal, 
| Klachi and a few other villages. Of these, Elachi is 
the most neglected. The c ndition of the Elachi road is very bad, and it 
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becomes impassable even by men in the rainy season. The only two lamps burn 
very dimly within bamboo topes even in dark nights. Conservancy carts make 
their idle rounds at intervals of 2 or 3 months, causing refuse matter to accy- 
mulate and jungle to grow at the risk of public health. There is no tank 
containing drinkable water. The drainage is defective. 
18, The Medini Bandhav (|Midnapore} of the 10th November sug- 
gests :— 
aaa ae The Midnapore Municipality should destroy 
all the ajan trees within the town, because hai 
caterpillars grow abundantly in them and creeping down in the streets do 
injury to those who walk barefooted. 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation, 


19. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
Cee 5th November has the following :— 
Dn lei _ Canal irrigation has not in the past benefited 
: agriculture at all. It has, on the contrary, seri- 
ously affected the health of the places where it has been resorted to, reducing 
them to hot-beds of plague, cholera and maleria. Cawnpore, Etwa and many 
other places in the United Provinces, which were at one time extremely healthy 
places, have become, since the introduction of canal irrigation, notorious for 
unhealthiness. 

Canal irrigation is not bad in itself. It will not injure the health of a place, 
provided the channel is provided with a slope sufficient to keep up a current 
in the water and steps are taken at very short intervals to dredge silt deposits. 

But the maintenance of a permanent establishment for the frequent dredging 
of irrigation canals is a measure which is at present beyond the means of the 
Government, Nor will the circumstances of the raiyats admit of their payin 
the cost of such an establishment. This being so, canal irrigation is calcined 
to do more harm than good by injuring the health of the people, and imposing 


upon them a fresh burden of taxation while failing to serve its legitimate 


object. . 
: Even if Government gives the undertaking that it would dredge eve 
irrigation canal once a year, people will not accept it, because they will know 
full well that Government will never fulfil such an undertaking. 

But an energetic Government cannot sit idle while its subjects’ crops fail 
year after year. What, then, is to be done? The best thing to do would be 
to help the raiyats of the tracts, in which water scarcity is felt, in digging 
irrigation tanks and wells. Such tanks and wells will greatly help agriculture, 
but will not in any way endanger public health. They will also cost less than 
canals and will be lasting works. The water of tanks and wells will be moré 
economically used than that of canals, and not a drop of it will be wasted. 
Excavation of canals entails a waste of land, which will not be necessary in the 
case of tanks and wells. Canals, it is true, facilitate communication and trade, 
if they can be kept navigable. But the money required to keep them 
navigable is not now at the disposal of the Government. 

20. The Khulna [Khulna] of the 6th November says :— 

If, instead of two trains leaving Calcutta for 
Khulna, one shortly after the cther, at 5-30 and 
8-45 A.M., pact A the latter leaves Calcutta at 
11 A.M., passengers from that place may start after meal and suitors in the 
Jessore Courts may avail themselves of it after their Court work to go to Rupdia, 
Singa, Naoapara and other places. As no office train runs in the evening from 
Jessore to Khulna, persons intending to go to those places after Court hours 
have now to put up all night at Jessore. 

21. ‘The same paper says that there being no shed at the Khulna steamer 


, station, passengers are exposed to the sun and rain 
The Biainp ptonmer sinlie- = os al) aeaanma. Again, as only one person sells 


Running of trains on the 
Bengal Central line. 


tickets for both .steamers, tickets cannot be easily had owing to rush of 
passengers. ‘The steamer authorities will probably do nothing if the District 


Magistrate does not move in the matter. 
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; rder to draw the attention of the District Board of the 24-Parganas 
a and the Local Board of Basirhat, the Mikir-o- 
Roads within the 24-Pargenas @ydhakar [Calcutta] of the 7th November says:— 
— The road from Jadurhati to Baduria, within 
the jurisdiction of thana Baduria, and the Local Board of Basirhat, in the 
94-Parganas district, has grown impaseable on account of portions of it having 
been washed away in the rains. Baduria is a big trading place, and there is 
a large cart traffic to and from it. It is a matter of regret that such an 
important road is out of repairs. The road from Baduria to Basirhat is also 
unfit for use by both men and carts. A road runs through mr ger ye to 
Arbalia; but a bye-road from it to the house of the Kazi Sahebs of Shamar- 
para, about 30 to 40 cubits long, has been converted into a paddy-field through 
the negligence of the Local Board, to the great inconvenience of the Kazi Sahebs. 
In spite of many representations made by the Kazis, the Local Board has 

taken no notice of their complaint. 

The portion of the road which branches off from the road between the 
Machlandpur Railway station and Baduria, which lies between Naopara and 
Muhammadpur, appears never to have attracted the notice of the Board, and so 
the people of Jadurhati, Muhammadpur and other villages, requiring to come 
to Calcutta, do not go to the Machlandpur railway station in the rainy season, 
but use another route. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Golam Quasem is a large- 
hearted gentleman of a highly patriotic turn of mind, and the people of the 
Basirhat subdivision respect and trust him as a god-like man, It is expected 
that, as Chairman of the Local Board of Basirhat and member of the District 
Board, the Khan Bahadur: will try his best to remove the grievances of the 
illiterate husbandmen of Naopara, j angalpur, Panji and Mahammadpur. : 

If the portion of the road in question be repaired by the Local Board, the 
people of Muhammadpur, Sherpur, Jadurhati and other villages will experience 
no difficulty in coming to the Machlandpur railway station, because Sayyid 
Muhammad Mottaki, the Chairman of the Jadurhati Union, causes the portion 
between Muhammadpur and. Jadurhati to be repaired every year. | 

23. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta | of the 7th November says 

that recently the Chief Clerk of the traffic office and 
Boa nctor on the Assam- the Chief Inspector of the Assam-Bengal Railway 

engal Railway. : : ‘ 

went out on the line in company with Mr, Young, 
the second Inspector, ostensibly for the purpose of making an investigation 
into the complaints that were lately made against the latter officer. The three 
officers, however, ate, drank and made merry, and then returned to head- 
quarters. ‘The two investigating officers will probably repurt the complaints 
against Mr. Young as false. 

_ Many people believe that the oppressions which Mr. Young commits on 
the line never come to the knowledge of the Traffic Manager. But-this is not 
so. Once the Station-master of Shahaji Bazar was requested by Mr. Young 
to get him some fowls. The station-master did so at a cost of Rs. 7, but 
when he asked for the money, Mr. Young threatened to send in a bad report 
against him. The Station-master accordingly represented the matter to the 
l'rafic Manager, who deducted the amount from Mr. Young’s pay and paid it 
to the Station Master, but took no other notice of Mr. Young’s conduct. 

24. The same paper contains the following Railway complaints received 
from correspondents :— 

(1) The Station Master of the Kola Ghat 
Station on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway never obliges passengers with such 
information as they require, and which they cannot get from the torn time-table 
which is hung up outside the station. The ticket seller and ticket examiners at 
_ the Kharagpur station do not treat passengers well. On the 6th October last, 

the correspondent paid to the ticket seller Rs. 8 for three third class tickets 
from Kharagpur to Bhubaneswar. He was given three tickets numbered 3542, 
3543, and 3544 respectively, but failed, after repeated demand, to get back the 
balance of twoannas. The light which burns at the ticket-stall is too dim to 
enable passengers to examine their tickets when they receive them. 

(2) The Eurasian ticket examiners at the Kharagpur Station often ill-treat 


passengers by taking away their tickets and not returning them, and in other 
ways. | | oe 


Railway complaints. 
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(3) The correspondent one day wanted to go to Andul on the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway by thetrain which leaves Howrah at 4-344.m. But at Howrah 
he found the ticket-sellers fast asleep, and could not wake them till he got the 
help of a European Railway employé. 

25. ‘lhe same paper says:— 

A bad road in theNadia district,  _¢ road running northwest from the Mu 


nshigan 

railway station in the Nadia district, through tha 
villages Kachikata, Atharakhad, &c., is the only thoroughfare for men, carts, 
and carriages coming to the station, but it is in a wretched condition. A bridge 
is needed midway between the villages Sanatanpur and Kachikata over 50 to 
60 cubits of water 4 cubits deep. For many years there has been no earth- 
work done on the road. 

26. A correspondent of the same paper says that though the incomes of 

| Indian railways are fast increasing, the salaries of 

Grievances of native employés native railway employés have gradually gone on dimin- 
on Indian railways. ere ‘ ‘ A 

ishing. The highest pay giventoa native employé 

on an Indian Railway is Rs. 25 a month. An employé getting a pay of Rs. 20 

a month has deducted from it Rs, 2 for the provident fund, at least Re. 1 as 

debit, and very often Rs. 3 or Rs. 4 as fine for trifling faults. Is it possible for 

a respectable man to live with his family on Rs. 13a month? The inevitable 

result of remunerating railway employés in this poorly feshion is to leave them 

no alternative but to eke out their poor income by levying blackmail on 

passengers and persons sending goods by rail. 

Even the very poor appointments which are given to natives on railways 
are sold to them by auction. How can a man, who has to advance Rs, 40 in. 
order to get a post worth only Its.10, manage to live for the first four months of 
his service without levying blackmail and stealing goods from merchants’ con- 
signments? In addition to the initial cost of securing a post, a native employé 
has often to incur expense to please his superiors and the clerks at the head 
office, for without their favour it is difficult to get promotion or a good transfer. 
But where is allthis money to come from if it is not earned by unfair 
means ? 

T'o prevent oppression of passengers and consigners of goods, Government 
should keep an eye not so much on the ill-paid native employés as on the 
working of the head offices and on the Railway officers. The employment of 
educated natives on better pay, and their impartial treatment in the matter of 
promotion, transfer, &c., will, in some measure, check such oppression. 

Another correspondent complains of the oppressions and extortions which 
are committed by certain railway officers on the Assam-Bengal Railway on their 
subordinates. The names of Mr. Young, Traffic Inspector, No. LI, and 

Mr. Subrenanya Lachman Aiyer, Inspecting Signaller, are mentioned in this 
a as officers who commit the greatest oppression on the station 
stair. 

Mr. Cooper, the present Traffic Manager, is very fond of inflicting heavy 
fines for the smallest faults. He never inflicts a fine of less than five rupees. 

The post of the new Chief Traffic Inspector, to which Mr. Cove has been 
appointed, was created by abolishing a post which was held by a native. 

The Traffic Manager seldom forwards the complaint of a railway employe 
to the Agent. 

27. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 8th November expresses perfect 
agreement with Raja Peary Mohan Mukherji that 
tanks will do better in Bengal than canals, and seys 
that the writer Las held and advocated this view for a long time. 


Tanks or canals ? 


Vi.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


28. The Basumati ‘autate of the 6th November has the following :— 
ne cannot but take exception to the way, 
opposed to all official etiquette, in which Lord 
Curzon preposes to test the loyalty of the Indian 
people. Not content with laying his hands on the national exchequer for 
the p se of celebrating the Coronation of His Majesty the King-Emperor 
in India, His Excellency has hit upon a strange method of celebrating the 


Srbscriptions for Coronation 


rejoicings. 
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Coronation throughout the yong 6 A mufassal friend of ours -has received 
agi 


the following parwana from the strate of his district :— - 

“Sir, the Coronation of his Imperial Majesty our Emperor Edward VII 
will be celebrated in India on the Ist January 1903. te HsTbS : 

‘‘ His Excellency the Viceroy has ordered that all persons shall rejoice, 
that the poor be fed; school children be amused, and public buildings be 
illuminated on that day. His Excellency has expressed the opinion that 
funds for this purpose should be provided by the loyal people, I, therefore, 
request you to send your subscription at an early date to the Subdivisional 
Officer.’ ‘ ad ' 

Every one can imagine what a panic the issue of such a. parwana has 
created me the illiterate and ill-educated villagers, It would have caused 
them no anxiety if the letter had been addressed by an ordinary man. But 
when it has been addressed by the District Magistrate and subscriptions are 
requested to be sent in to the Subdivisional Officer, who shall take the request 
in any other light than as an order? Will not a poor teacher drawing a 
salary of ten rupees a month or a pleader’s muharrir getting only eight rupees 
a month, who happens to receive the Magistrate’s letter, pawn his household 


utensils to send in his subscription to the Subdivisional Officer in order to save. 


himself from harm? And to what purpose will all this money be applied? 
To illuminate public buildings, to feast the ie and to entertain school 
children! And the tears of the subscribers will be described as tears of joy! 
Shame! 
But should loyalty be extorted in this way? Loyalty is not a tax that 
ou should exact it by force. If the subject people — loyalty, and there 
is no doubt that they do possess it, it will come out of itself on the occasion 
of the celebration of the Coronation. Those, who have the means to do it, 
will of their own accord give away food and clothes to the poor, illuminate 
their houses, and rejoice in other ways. But not waiting for such a spontan- 
eous outburst of loyalty the Magistrate is in a hurry to issue a parwana 
telling the people—‘ Make an exhibition of your loyalty, dance, sing, rejoice, 
and send in your subscriptions.’ : 

What makes the thing worse is the Magistrate’s action in endeavouring 
to collect subscriptions in the name of His Excellency the Viceroy. 
How will people, who have not the. means to keep as and soul 
together, give proof of their loyalty by sending in subscriptions for coronation 
rejoicings? The Magistrate says that all loyal people should send in subscrip- 


. tions. Will, then, the man, who fails through poverty to send in his subscrip- 


tion, be regarded as disloyal? If so, we have nothing to say. The majority 
of the ‘population are poor, who can with the greatest difficulty find only a 
bare subsistence, and are not unoften visited with scarcity and suffer from 
disease. The Puja, too, is just over, for which they had to incur expenses 
beyond their means. Will it not be extremely hard for them to be required, 
just now, g prove their loyalty by. sending in subscriptions for coronation 
rejoicings , ; 

_ This is not the first time that Magistrates and Subdivisional Officers are 
asking people for subscriptions. Many Magistrates and Subdivisional Officers 
did so when Lord Curzon was asking for money for the Victoria Memorial Hall. 
It is impossible for Magistrates not to issue such requests when the Viceroy 
himself gives them a hint to do so. 

Nobody is coming forward tu help the poor, frightened villager in his _pre- 
sent difficulty, Alas, none has the power to come to his help! We have 
heard that some title-hunting zamindars, who ‘are themselves involved in debt, 


have distributed copies of the letter among their raiyats in the name of the. 


Magistrate. Many of these zamindars have had: their names sent up to the 
Local Government four the purpose of being invited to the Delhi Darbar. 


29. A correspondent of the . Mihir.o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 7th 
o Siawatt November strongly protests against the way in 
ee Oe al the City College which ‘ Sivaji” was lately enacted in the Cit 
es : aye ta College Theatre. The acting wasa strong exhibi- 
fion of Hindu animosity against the Musalmans. Everything was done té 
show up Sivaji as a great national hero, full of patrotism and gifted with rare 
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statesmanship, while the Pathan and Mogul Emperors generally, and Aurungzebe 
in particular, xt ne in the blackest colour. The writer felt extremely 
angry to find Musalman ladies of the royal family described as having fallen 
in love with Hindus. An attempt is made by the correspondent to vindicate 
the private character of Aurungzebe and the policy he followed in his dealings 
with the Hindus. | 
30. The Hitavad: Semeaes of the 7th November has the following :— 
. alking of the coming Delhi Durbar, we 
_, Privilege granted tothe Indians are yeminded of the privilege granted to the In- 
sideree dians when the lateQueen Victoria was proclaimed 
Empress of India in 1877, On that occasion Lord Lytton, at the desire of Her 
late Majesty as well as im consultation with the last President of the East India 
Company and some Anglo-Indians, declared that with the view of doing good 
to India, Her Majesty the Queen of England and Empress of India desired to 
consult with Native Chiefs in matters of government, and to hold an honourable 
relation between them and the sovereign power, and that to give effect to her 
desire, he formed a body of Councillors of the Empress consisting of the eight 
Chiefs of Bundi, Cashmere, Gwalior, Indore, Je , Jbind, Rampur and 
Travancore, of the five Provincial Governors, and of the seven members of the 
Supreme Legislative Council. But, like the Proclamation of 1858, that 
declaration was never given effec to, nor were the Native Chiefs so selected ever 
consulted in matters of internal government, inthe settlement of the relationship 
between the Paramount Power and the Chiefs, in disputes regarding succession 
to Native States, in enquiries into crimes committed by Native Chiefs, and in 
other serious matters of the same kind. 

31. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 8th November says that the 

+ Institution of plague examination at Ghaziabad 

parmngements for editors inthe near Delhi has somewhat alarmed the intending 

| visitors to the Delhi Darbar. The object of the 

authorities is, without doubt, good, but care should be taken that the plague 
examiners do not insulé and harass any one. 

In the Darbar of 1877, drinking was allowed in the club room or parlour 
set apsrt for editors of newspapers. This caused much annoyance to those 
who did not drink. The editor, therefore, wrote to Mr. Gupta, the officer 
who will be in charge of the editors’ camp in the ensuing Darbar, asking him 
not to allow drinking in the editors’ club room, but has heen informed. that 
such a prohibition will be impracticable. Cannot a small drinking room built 
by the side of the club room be set apart for editors who wish to drink ? 

Editors. will get tongas as their conveyances. But will tongas be safe 
conveyances in the midst of the bustle and firing of guns, if the horses drawing 
them be not perfectly quiet and trained animals? Mr. Gupta should take 
care that editors do not get broken limbs by driving on tongas. 

32. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 8th November is sorry that 

Government has made arrangements for the 

pnushter of cows at the slaughter of cows for supplying with baef those 

guests at the Delhi Darbar who are accustomed 

to eat beef. This will of course wound the feelings of all Hindus at the 

Darbar, as well as throughout India. On an auspicious: occasion like this, 

the slaughter of cows will be ed as a bad omen by the Hindus, who worship 

them as sacred animals. It 1s to be hoped that during the days the Darbar 

will be held, Government will prohibit cow-slaughter all over India, and at 
any rate at Delhi. 


33. The Rangalaya (Calcutta) of the 8th 
November has the following in English :— 


To LORD CURZON. 


An address to Lord Ourzon. 


My Lorp— 


When, some four years ago, your Lordship was offered and accepted the 
Viceroyalty of India, all India rejoiced. Your brilliant scholarship, matured 
by extensive travels in the East and a Parliamentary training—your conspicu- 
ous position among the rising statesmen of Great Britain—your well-known 
and abundant energies of early manhood—all these inspired high hopes 12 
the minds of the Indians. Your public utterances on the eve of your departure . 
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from England were eminently. calculated to foster and deepen those hopes. 
Your maiden speech at Bombay breathes sentiments of sympathy and 
liberality, and you courageously chose to be judged by rour acts. — ; 

My Lord, the span of your Lordship’s lifein India is drawing to a close. 
A aloyal Indian subject of the British throne, watching, with tears in eyes 
and despair in mind, the gradual degeneration of the fatherland, I have 


carefully studied the details of your Lordship’s administration of the Empire. © 


Believe me, my Lord, 1 have the greatest admiration for your indefatigable 
energy and extraordinary vigour of mind. I appreciate at its true worth your 
earnestness and. zeal in seeing every thing with your own eyes. I know you 
have never been a favourite with your Anglo-Indian councillors and Secretaries, 
whose domineering self-sufficiency and haughty exclusiveness could thrive 
only under sleeping and indolent Viceroys; but you have set matters right 
at your Secretariats and have deservedly earned for yourself the honour of 
being called the ma bap of the native Keranees. Your popularity among this 
large and important class of the Indian population is simply unprecedented. 
You have also earned the lasting gratitude of the masses of people by your 
real and earnest solicitude to put a stop toor at all events to minimise 
the killing of natives of India by Europeans, esrecially His Majesty’s soldiors, 
either in barracks or out on shooting. The masses justly feel that a European 
cannot now take the life of an Indian with impunity, and that the days of 
‘6 one b—d less,” as O’Hara chose to express himself after wantonly killing a 
poor Indian at Dum-Dum, are numbered. You cared not for the displeasure 
of your officials and the Anglo-Indian Press in pursuing your noble and 
humane object with a single-minded zeal. Even when officers and men in a 
regiment at Sialkote have been found to combine in order to shield a miscreant, 
you have not hesitated to take very. rigorous and severe measures, and the 
natives of India have full confidence that the croakings of the Pioneer will have 
little effect on your iron will and firm determination to see justice being done. 
‘Your anxious solicitude for the ease and comfort of third class railway 
passengers has also been beyond all praise. The poor Indians owe several 
important, improvements in this direction entirely to your never-ceasing 
exertion, and fondly expect many more. They feel that you will never permit 
them to be treated as dumb driven cattle. The frequency and monstrosity of 
native female modesty being outraged either in railway trains, platforms or 
waiting rooms and sheds—-have also not failed to attract your earnest attention, 
and the native population in India have fully Predict | your genuine efforts 
to minimise the evil to the best of your power. 

My Lord, your friendliness and sympathy for the poor helpless Indians is 
prominently brought out into relief by the famine relief operations under your 
administration. You seem to vanquish nature, as it were; and your organisa- 
tions for famine relief aim at bringing food to the very door of the famine- 
stricken. ‘1 he burning sun or the torrential rains of the tropics are no impedi- 
ment to your personally supervising the relief centres. 


34. The Dacca Prakash (Dacca] of the 9th November says :— 


ye The people of Dacca are very glad to see that 

Mr. Rankin, the popular Magistrate of Dacca, has 

been selected to act as Commissioner of the Division in. place of Mr. Kisch. 

The popularity of Mr, Rankin is due to his devotion to duty and generous 

disposition. The Dacca people regard him as their dear friend and are 
jubilant that the idol they worship is placed in charge of the Division. 


- Urtya Papers. 


35. The Utkaldipika( Cuttack | of the 1st November states that there were 
a few showers of rain in the Cuttack district, by 


| which the crops of that district have been saved. 
The Samvad Vohika (Balasore) of the 30th October gives a similar account 


so far as the crops of the Balasore district are concerned. It is said that the 
rains in the Puri district were nominal, 

36. The Samvad Vahika { Balasore] of the 30th October speaks high] 

of Babu Srikrisna Mahapatra, a Police Inspector 

in charge of the Balasore district police, who 

is said to have discharged the duties of. his 


Rainfall in Orissa. 


A native Officiating District 
Superintendent of Police. 
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tempororary office with marked ability and distinction, and who, i 
may prove a good Uriya Superintendent of District Police. we pe 
37. The Utkaldiptke [Onttack] of oe ag November states that the 
bk olice having strictly prohibited the sal 
shank” police in thessle works in the Cuttack district, public. 7 Neca 
Sia lk a i is pee ome day after day and the policy of 
pa a | e innocent amusements of the people is being vehemently 
38. The same paper is of opinion that an increase of 
. . : pay coupled with 
; the policy of introducing gentlemanly deali 
by the | oa into the ranks of the Police force, ney Pa 
service in the police line The * ite ha th tthe Poli ‘Connie ee 
: e writer hopes that t issi 
take the suggestion into their nabhasites. ee 
39, Referring to the income and expenditure of the Railway Depart. 
idheisnt 0h tn Winiend gud ment, the same paper observes that the good done 
: "by the railways is not of an unmixed nature 
for — poss yp the mage at a the native. ‘The writer observes that 
no real good can come of the railways so long as the 
and managed with the help of native capital r Areatbredtes jonas 
ay 40. The same paper states that f . 
Fever in the saps district. yails in the Cuttack ‘district, and that the ‘cas. 
quent suffering is very great. 
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